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PERSPECTIVES
Increasing sector resilience and relevance

AV�ZH�IHHO�RXU�ZD\�LQWR�D�PRUH�&29,'�FDSDEOH�DQG�UHVLOLHQW�
VRFLHW\��,�WKLQN�LW·V�WLPH�WR�UHÁHFW�DQG�VWDUW�WR�LGHQWLI\�VRPH�
of the harder lessons for Outdoor Learning practices and 

organisations as result of the past 14 months or so.  It is time to 
consider if our evolving sector can be better placed in the future to 
manage such disruption and effectively support the development of 
wider resilience.

I suggest that too many of us were not as prepared as we might have 
been in early 2020.  I also suggest that collectively, we were slow to 
gain traction with government and focus on collective solutions; 
hindered by our own disparate sector structures and bodies.  In 
addition, I believe there is a real danger we hold onto old models 
RI�SUDFWLFH�WKDW�GRQ·W�UHÁHFW�FKDQJHV�GULYHQ�E\�&29,'����DQG�GRQ·W�
identify how our sector becomes more robust and valued as a result 
of the pandemic.

I also recognise that in individual and collective campaigning such 
as SaveOutdoorEd and SaveOurCentres we have seen a great spirit 
and co-ordination that has played a vital role in having existential 
threats heard.  In the work of the school travel sector stakeholder 
JURXS�DQG�RWKHU�JURXSLQJV�DFURVV�WKH�KRPH�QDWLRQV��ZH·YH�VHHQ
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differences put aside and genuine dialogue with governments and 
rule makers achieved.  There are lessons here based around the 
continuation of such co-ordination and unity.  I do think though there 
DUH�RWKHU�FKDQJHV�UHTXLUHG���6RPH�UHÁHFW�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF�
DQG�VRPH�UHÁHFW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�WKH�VHFWRU�WR�NHHS�HYROYLQJ�

3URYLGLQJ�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�VHUYLFH�WR�OHDUQHUV��FOLHQWV�DQG�EHQHÀFLDULHV�
has been hard, if not impossible, for many in the last year.  The 
recent report on Outdoor Learning within Education (see details be-
low) gave a great insight into the breadth of models and reach of Out-
door Learning in and for schools operating during the pandemic, but 
alongwith the preceding impact reports, it also revealed a number of 
sector-wide challenges.  

The problems associated with protecting school and 
QSPWJEFS�mOBODFT
�UIF�EJTDPOOFDU�CFUXFFO�TDIPPMT�
and providers leaving limited options for accessing 
Outdoor Learning and the challenges associated with 
achieving consistency in guidance and support, are 
the type of issues we can and should resolve.

The pandemic has also led to some general societal changes that 
point to both an opportunity and a need for change in Outdoor 
/HDUQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV���,·G�OLNH�WR�LQYLWH�D�GHEDWH�DERXW�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�
of the following changes for the function and models of Outdoor 
Learning:

• Rapid growth in online activity; retail, social, work and education, 
with the associated impact of limited access to digital resources

• Increased community engagement with local services and         
interest in local identity and heritage

• 'LYHUVLÀFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�ORFDO�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQWV�DQG�������
access to those green and blue spaces

• 0DJQLÀFDWLRQ�RI�GLVDGYDQWDJH�LQ�DFFHVV�WR�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQWV�
and Outdoor Learning activities

• New models for engaging with health services

This is not an exhaustive list.  It also points to changes that may not 
be permanent and may need quick responses to be capitalised on.  
The issues of resilience and relevance remain. How are you 
UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKHP"�(PDLO�LQVWLWXWH#RXWGRRU�OHDUQLQJ�RUJ�Q

IMPACT, IMPLICATIONS AND NEEDS
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