UK
Survey must
to find a adapt for

Horticulture :
: : National tree for weather extremes
on the curriculum Scotland

from next year Britain must become more resilient to

The Woodland Trust is asking people both drought and flooding, Environment

Gardening will now be taught in schools to take part in an online poll to find Agency chairman Chris Smith has said
from September 2014, a move very out which species they think best New figures from the agency show that
much welcomed by the RHS. represents the nation. one in every five days saw flooding in
toe consutaion on otorm of the [ 1 comes i e e ot o ton (B 2012 20T OV
National Curriculum states that pupils submitted to Holyrood calling for the fell to their lowest and rose to their
from Key Stages 1-3 will be taught "to “iconic” Scots pine to be made the highest flows since records began, within
cultivate plants for practical purposes country’s national tree. four- th period of th !

such as for food or for decorative a four-month period of the year.
displays’ as a key activity in design and The results of the survey will be handed Lord Smith said urgent action was vital to
technology lessons. to the Scottish Parliament, which is help “prepare and adapt” many aspects

currently considering campaigner Alex
Hamilton’s petition for the Scots pine
to be made the official National Tree
of Scotland.

of Britain for such extremes.

The next challenge will be ensuring
that all teachers are prepared for this

h - ] Meteorologists fear that extremes
important addition to the curriculum.

of weather may increase as global
temperatures slowly rise.

Source: http://www.rhs.org.uk/News/
Gardening-at-school

Source: http://www.outdoor-learning.
org/Default.aspx?tabid=118&Id=396
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ADVENTURE ACTIVITY

NS URANTCE S CHEME

Met Office analysis has suggested that
the UK could experience a severe short-
term drought, similar to the drought
experienced in 1976, once a decade.

Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
science-environment-21651067

The essential safety net for you and your business

The Adventure Activity Scheme is a leading insurance provider for freelance instructors and activity

centres. We cover a wide range of activities and our flexible policies are tailored to meet the unique

needs of the industry with features such as multi-activity cover, public and product liability and cover
on a ‘claims occurring’ basis. What's more, our policies come recommended by the 10L.

To get a quote please call us on 0345 872 5524 or visit www.adventureactivityinsurance.com

Thistle Insurance Services Limited  Southgate House Southgate Street Gloucester GL1 1UB T: 03458725524 F: 01452 229379 T!:!:!\!§:!:k§ .

Adventure Activity Insurance Scheme is a trading style of Thistle Insurance Services Ltd. Lloyds Broker. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

A JLT Group company. Registered office: 6 Crutched Friars, London, EC3N 2PH. Registered in England No 00338645, VAT No. 244 2321 96.
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Brecon

Beacons

National Park wins
dark sky status

The night sky above the Brecon Beacons
National Park has been granted special
protection.

It has become Wales’ first and only
the fifth destination in the world to be
granted the status of an international
dark sky reserve.

The park joins Mont Megantic in Quebec,
Canada; Exmoor National Park in south
west England; Aoraki Mackenzie in New
Zealand; and NambiRand Nature Reserve
in Namibia with the status.

The status means the night-sky is
protected and lighting controls are in
place to prevent light pollution.

The national park said it already

possessed some of the UK’s darkest
skies, which was ideal for stargazing.

Source: http://www.outdoor-learning.

org/Default.aspx?tabid=118&Id=392 |
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The most exhilarating

classroom in the world...

Level 2 Diploma &

in Outdoor Education

e

place to study and begin your career.

To find out more, email
enquiries@bca.ac.uk

www.bca.ac.uk

OUTDOOR EDUCATION COURSES

Level 3 Extended Diploma

These Outdoor Leadership courses
| are your first step into an exciting
career in a growing industry where
your office can be a white water river
on one day or an extreme climb the next.
They will prepare you for work and allow
’ you to gain additional recognised awards
in walking, climbing and watersports.
With a commercial licensed outdoor education centr:
within 400 acres of land, excellent facilities and a team
with over 50 years of experience running centres, training
staff and delivering outdoor activities, BCA is the perfect

BCA, Hall Place, Burchetts Green, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 6QR Office

Marine
Conservation
Zones

Our marine environment desperately
needs protecting from damaging
activities to ensure that the
extraordinary diversity of marine life
and habitats survives.

A network of 127 Marine Conservation
Zones (MCZs) were proposed by DEFRA
in September 2011 to help to achieve
this.

These areas have been recommended
through a stakeholder led process and
now the government are choosing to
consult the public on the designation
of the first 31 of these sites.

It is vital to the future of our marine
environment that the public make it
clear to the government that this is
an important issue. We in the outdoor
sector have the potential to help to
educate people on the importance of
this issue.

Source: http://www.outdoor-learning.
org/Default.aspx?tabid=118&Id=388
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e Ropes Course Inspections.
¢ Ropes Course Maintenance.
¢ Ropes Course Construction.

Sugar-rich
willow to boost
biofuels’ green
credentials

Scientists have identified willow trees
that yield five times as much sugar
as ordinary varieties, “drastically
reducing” the impact of biofuels.

UK researchers found that if the trees
grew at an angle, they produced a
special kind of wood that resulted in
the higher sugar content.

Willow, a short rotation coppice crop, is
widely grown as a source for the biofuel
and biomass industries.

“It would drastically reduce [the
environmental impact of biofuels]
because you would not need such a
severe pre-treatment in the conversion
process, which is currently one of the
highest energy consumption steps
in the process of converting woody
biomass to biofuels,” explained co-
author Michael Ray, a researcher at
Imperial College London.

Source: http://www.outdoor-learning.
org/Default.aspx?tabid=118&Id=385

ecihhnical
ocoutdoor
solutions

R e S A Lo ST TS TR s B P T R f ) by B WY s

¢ High Ropes Training & Assessment.

e High Ropes Equipment & Supplies.

e  PPE Inspections.

e Member of ERCA.

e Authorised supplier of Petzl & Beal
Equipment.

All of our construction exceeds
EN:15567:1/2 standards.

Our staff are IRATA (Industrial Rope
Access Trade Association) trained
and IPAF (International Powered
Access Federations) licenced.

We also provide Group First Aid Courses.

Technical Outdoor Solutions
Mobile 07711023142
01768896551

BERKSHIRE'S COLLEGE - YOUR ADVENTURE
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www.technicaloutdoorsolutions.co.uk
info@technicaloutdoorsolutions.co.uk
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